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Sturminster Newton Town Council
Planning and Environment Committee 17" September 2020

Proposal to revise the Town Council Planning consultation process

1. Introduction

The Town Council is a statutory consultee for planning matters within the parish boundary.
Historically the Town Council has reviewed plans and commented at both the monthly meeting of
the Council and that of the Planning and Environment Committee. The Covid-19 pandemic has
required the Council to work differently whilst meeting its responsibility to act as a consultee.

2. The process for considering planning applications during the Pandemic
At the Extra Ordinary meeting of the Town Council in March 2020 the Council resolved that:

e “The Clerk will submit a summary response to Dorset Council of any planning
applications, having consulted with a minimum of 3 councillors and having secured
agreement from the Chairman of the Planning and Environment Committee.”

In practical terms the process has been effective; the Assistant Town Clerk has circulated the
planning applications for comment each week and collated the responses from Councillors prior to
review by the Chairman of the Planning and Environment Committee and the Clerk who have then
agreed comment(s) on behalf of the Town Council. This process has worked well and Councillors
have commented favourably regarding the process in terms of having more time to consider their
responses and it being more efficient.

3. Proposed revision

The process summarised above has worked well and it is suggested that this should remain in place
going forward. This process revision can also include any consultation relating to tree matters.

There are times when the Council is asked to comment on a significant or contentious application
and it is suggested that in these circumstances the Clerk, following consultation with the Chairman
of the committee, shall call a meeting of the committee to review the relevant application.

4.Committee terms of reference.

The committee has a remit beyond planning and it is suggested that this can be covered by retaining
a quarterly meeting of the committee.
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As a reminder the terms of references and delegated powers of the committee are summarised
below.

o To make observations on planning applications and planning appeals and to notify
Dorset Council of the committee’s observations

e To make observations on tree matters and to notify Dorset Council of observations and
comments

e To receive and examine notification of the decisions of Dorset Council

e Toinform the relevant authorities of concerns of the committee related to public rights
of way, highways, road safety, planning and environmental matters

e To monitor the built environment with particular reference to listed buildings and the
conservation area

e To endeavor to preserve and improve the quality of the environment

e To monitor the activities of the relevant authorities with regard to enforcement matters

e To oversee the activities of Council Staff with regard to public rights of way and
highways

e To make observations on planning applications, planning appeals, rights of way,
highways, road safety and tree matters and to notify the relevant authorities of those
observations.

e The Town Council-nominated Tree Officer is given the responsibility to investigate and
make recommendations to this Committee regarding Tree Preservation Orders, Tree
Works and other related tree matters.

e The Town Council-nominated Rights of Way Officer is given the responsibility to
investigate and make recommendations to this Committee regarding maintenance,
obstruction and diversion of public footpaths and bridleways and other related rights of
way matters.

4. Recommendation

To consider the content of this report and to decide if the committee wishes to recommend
amendment of the consultation process.

Emma Lindsay

Town Clerk



