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Sturminster Newton Town Council 

Planning and Environment Committee 17th September 2020 

Temporary Seating Area at Market Cross 

1. Introduction 

In June 2020 Dorset Council cordoned an area at the Market Cross for use as a seating area. This was 

introduced as part of a package of measures to support the re-opening of high streets across Dorset. 

The area has been well used and has been considered an enhancement in the town. Dorset Council 

are beginning to reduce some of the temporary measures and it is likely that the seating area 

arrangements will cease early in 2021. 

2. Creating a permanent seating area 

Dorset Council Highways department advise that the Town Council can request to make the seating 

area a permanent feature. Dorset Council would retain ownership and responsibility for the 

maintenance of the surface. The Town Council would be responsible for the installation and 

maintenance of permanent bollards and street furniture.  

2.1 Financial implications 

We have requested a price for the purchase and installation of cast iron bollards to replace the 

temporary bollards. It would be realistic to budget for a cost of £3000.  

The seats and tables in the area are on loan and will need to be returned. Any seats and tables that 

are purchased need to be placed to support social distancing measures and, like any other street 

furniture, need be robust and enduring. It is recommended that five picnic benches are purchased at 

a cost of £3000. 

 

3. Recommendation 

To consider the contents of this report and decide: 

 If the Committee wishes to recommend that the Council retains the permanent use of the 

seating area at Market Cross. 

 If the Committee wishes to recommend that the implementation cost of £6000 is included in 

the budget for the financial year 2021/22. 

 

 

        Emma Lindsay 

        Town Clerk 

 


