Sturminster Newton wouldn’'t be ‘Stur’ without itsdviday Market. A

tremendous variety of merchandise has been bastatstioned or sold
over the centuries and with the demise of theeatthrket in 1997 and the
milk factory in 2000, the Monday market stalls skiogtaggered but
survived.

The Market originated from a royal charter of 1218he Market rights
are owned by the Rivers Estate at Hinton St Many anmarket rent’ is
collected from stall holders and proceeds go taighaThe stall holders
historically sited their stands in the Market Sgubut in recent years one
or two have based themselves in Station Road. Weéhcommencement
of the Town Enhancement Scheme in 2007 and theduattion of
pedestrianised areas, Station Road may see indreaseby stall holders
in the future. Visitors to the town have descrilteel character of the re-
vamped Station Road as ‘European’ whereas manylslogeavitate
towards the Market Square and Market Cross whiaky thonsider
embraces the historical roots and traditions ofntlagket — ‘Stur old town’
as locals are beginning to call it. Whatever omederences, the market
stalls are a magnet for all.

Many of the stall holders purvey their stock at mevwthroughout Dorset
and some travel to counties beyond the Dorset bord&e stall holders
are valued and appreciated for their dependabditg cheerfulness
whatever the weather, and not least when theymgblléurn out in bank
holidays, so important for people visiting ‘Studrthg their own holiday.
The presence of the stall holders compliments anidjorates the town’s
shopkeepers and traders and whether it be clothesks, food or
household items, one can be assured all needst@red for.

Further in this leaflet you will find some enthustia recollections from
some of the most important people connected tavtbeday Market, a
stall holder and born and bred residents of thentoMeanwhile you are
warmly introduced to.......
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Thoughts from a market stall trader -

“Is there plenty of petrol? What's the weather forecast? Another 5.30am start for some of us — but
for me not quite so early. | wonder if Mrs so and so has had her nipper yet — | can remember when
she was born herself! Can you imagine before the car was invented traders would arrive by the only
means of transport — horse and cart! How long did it take them? It only takes me ten minutes in a
warm transit van with a modern stall, although some of my stall holder friends take two hours. |
haven't horses to feed on arrival! Thinking of that — how did the customers arrive? A walk of four or
five miles on mule, donkey, horse and cart? Stall holders have been in Stur for many many years
but we would not be here had it not been for the existence of the cattle market. We could relate to
you hundreds of funny stories. Only this week a customer said she had one foot smaller than the
other and did we have shoes that would fit — we said we only do shoes for one foot bigger than the
other!! My stall is called a ‘swag’ stall (i.e. items sold with a guarantee). We all carry Insurance and
public liability cover. We are all friendly and have time to talk to you. If you want something that we
haven't got, we will do our best to get it for you for next Monday. Just ask. So have a good day and
thanks for visiting Stur.”
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